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STANISLAUS COUNTY,

CALIFORNIA, LAND CONVEYANCE
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 356) to provide for
the conveyance of certain property
from the United States to Stanislaus
County, California, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 356

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.

As soon as practicable after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (in this Act referred to as ‘‘NASA’’)
shall convey to Stanislaus County, Cali-
fornia, all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the property de-
scribed in section 2.
SEC. 2. PROPERTY DESCRIBED.

The property to be conveyed pursuant to
section 1 is—

(1) the approximately 1528 acres of land in
Stanislaus County, California, known as the
NASA Ames Research Center, Crows Landing
Facility (formerly known as the Naval Aux-
iliary Landing Field, Crows Landing);

(2) all improvements on the land described
in paragraph (1); and

(3) any other Federal property that is—
(A) under the jurisdiction of NASA;
(B) located on the land described in para-

graph (1); and
(C) designated by NASA to be transferred

to Stanislaus County, California.
SEC. 3. TERMS.

(a) CONSIDERATION.—The conveyance re-
quired by section 1 shall be without consider-
ation other than that required by this sec-
tion.

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION.—(1) The
conveyance required by section 1 shall not
relieve any Federal agency of any responsi-
bility under law, policy, or Federal inter-
agency agreement for any environmental re-
mediation of soil, groundwater, or surface
water.

(2) Any remediation of contamination,
other than that described in paragraph (1),
within or related to structures or fixtures on
the property described in section 2 shall be
subject to negotiation to the extent per-
mitted by law.

(c) RETAINED RIGHT OF USE.—NASA shall
retain the right to use for aviation activi-
ties, without consideration and on other
terms and conditions mutually acceptable to
NASA and Stanislaus County, California, the
property described in section 2.

(d) RELINQUISHMENT OF LEGISLATIVE JURIS-
DICTION.—NASA shall relinquish, to the
State of California, legislative jurisdiction
over the property conveyed pursuant to sec-
tion 1—

(1) by filing a notice of relinquishment
with the Governor of California, which shall
take effect upon acceptance thereof; or

(2) in any other manner prescribed by the
laws of California.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS.—The Administrator
of NASA may negotiate additional terms to
protect the interests of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
LAMPSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all

Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 356, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 356 requires NASA
to convey property at the Ames Re-
search Center to Stanislaus, California.
NASA retains the right to use the prop-
erty for aviation activities on mutu-
ally acceptable terms. The conveyance
does not relieve any Federal agency of
its responsibility for any environ-
mental remediation of soil, ground-
water, or surface water.

NASA relinquishes legislative juris-
diction over the property to the State
of California. Any additional terms
may be negotiated by the NASA Ad-
ministrator to protect the interests of
the United States.

The bill is sponsored by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CONDIT).
Last Congress, the Committee on
Science supported this bill; and the
House passed it. I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 356. This bill was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CONDIT). It has been favor-
ably reported by the Subcommittee on
Space.

Basically, the bill would convey a
piece of excess property currently
owned by NASA to Stanislaus County,
California. The property was pre-
viously owned by the Navy and then
transferred to NASA. NASA currently
has no use for the property. This bill
does, however, make provision for
NASA to retain the right to use the
property for aviation activities under
terms and conditions mutually accept-
able to NASA and to the county. In ad-
dition, it should be noted that the con-
veyance does not relieve the Federal
Government of any responsibility for
any environmental remediation.

This is a straightforward piece of leg-
islation. I urge my colleagues to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
356, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RAIL PASSENGER DISASTER
FAMILY ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1999
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2681) to establish a program, co-
ordinated by the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, of assistance to
families of passengers involved in rail
passenger accidents.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2681

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rail Pas-
senger Disaster Family Assistance Act of
1999’’.
SEC. 2. ASSISTANCE BY NATIONAL TRANSPOR-

TATION SAFETY BOARD TO FAMI-
LIES OF PASSENGERS INVOLVED IN
RAIL PASSENGER ACCIDENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
11 of title 49, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:
‘‘§ 1137. Assistance to families of passengers

involved in rail passenger accidents
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable

after being notified of a rail passenger acci-
dent within the United States involving a
rail passenger carrier and resulting in a
major loss of life, the Chairman of the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board shall—

‘‘(1) designate and publicize the name and
phone number of a director of family support
services who shall be an employee of the
Board and shall be responsible for acting as
a point of contact within the Federal Gov-
ernment for the families of passengers in-
volved in the accident and a liaison between
the rail passenger carrier and the families;
and

‘‘(2) designate an independent nonprofit or-
ganization, with experience in disasters and
posttrauma communication with families,
which shall have primary responsibility for
coordinating the emotional care and support
of the families of passengers involved in the
accident.

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD.—The
Board shall have primary Federal responsi-
bility for—

‘‘(1) facilitating the recovery and identi-
fication of fatally injured passengers in-
volved in an accident described in subsection
(a); and

‘‘(2) communicating with the families of
passengers involved in the accident as to the
roles of—

‘‘(A) the organization designated for an ac-
cident under subsection (a)(2);

‘‘(B) government agencies; and
‘‘(C) the rail passenger carrier involved,

with respect to the accident and the post-ac-
cident activities.

‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF DESIGNATED OR-
GANIZATION.—The organization designated
for an accident under subsection (a)(2) shall
have the following responsibilities with re-
spect to the families of passengers involved
in the accident:

‘‘(1) To provide mental health and coun-
seling services, in coordination with the dis-
aster response team of the rail passenger
carrier involved.

‘‘(2) To take such actions as may be nec-
essary to provide an environment in which
the families may grieve in private.

‘‘(3) To meet with the families who have
traveled to the location of the accident, to
contact the families unable to travel to such
location, and to contact all affected families
periodically thereafter until such time as
the organization, in consultation with the
director of family support services des-
ignated for the accident under subsection



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9250 October 4, 1999
(a)(1), determines that further assistance is
no longer needed.

‘‘(4) To arrange a suitable memorial serv-
ice, in consultation with the families.

‘‘(d) PASSENGER LISTS.—
‘‘(1) REQUESTS FOR PASSENGER LISTS.—
‘‘(A) REQUESTS BY DIRECTOR OF FAMILY SUP-

PORT SERVICES.—It shall be the responsibility
of the director of family support services
designated for an accident under subsection
(a)(1) to request, as soon as practicable, from
the rail passenger carrier involved in the ac-
cident a list, which is based on the best
available information at the time of the re-
quest, of the names of the passengers that
were aboard the rail passenger carrier’s train
involved in the accident. A rail passenger
carrier shall use reasonable efforts, with re-
spect to its unreserved trains, and pas-
sengers not holding reservations on its other
trains, to ascertain the names of passengers
aboard a train involved in an accident.

‘‘(B) REQUESTS BY DESIGNATED ORGANIZA-
TION.—The organization designated for an ac-
cident under subsection (a)(2) may request
from the rail passenger carrier involved in
the accident a list described in subparagraph
(A).

‘‘(2) USE OF INFORMATION.—The director of
family support services and the organization
may not release to any person information
on a list obtained under paragraph (1) but
may provide information on the list about a
passenger to the family of the passenger to
the extent that the director of family sup-
port services or the organization considers
appropriate.

‘‘(e) CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
BOARD.—In the course of its investigation of
an accident described in subsection (a), the
Board shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, ensure that the families of pas-
sengers involved in the accident—

‘‘(1) are briefed, prior to any public brief-
ing, about the accident and any other find-
ings from the investigation; and

‘‘(2) are individually informed of and al-
lowed to attend any public hearings and
meetings of the Board about the accident.

‘‘(f) USE OF RAIL PASSENGER CARRIER RE-
SOURCES.—To the extent practicable, the or-
ganization designated for an accident under
subsection (a)(2) shall coordinate its activi-
ties with the rail passenger carrier involved
in the accident to facilitate the reasonable
use of the resources of the carrier.

‘‘(g) PROHIBITED ACTIONS.—
‘‘(1) ACTIONS TO IMPEDE THE BOARD.—No

person (including a State or political sub-
division) may impede the ability of the
Board (including the director of family sup-
port services designated for an accident
under subsection (a)(1)), or an organization
designated for an accident under subsection
(a)(2), to carry out its responsibilities under
this section or the ability of the families of
passengers involved in the accident to have
contact with one another.

‘‘(2) UNSOLICITED COMMUNICATIONS.—No un-
solicited communication concerning a poten-
tial action for personal injury or wrongful
death may be made by an attorney (includ-
ing any associate, agent, employee, or other
representative of an attorney) or any poten-
tial party to the litigation to an individual
(other than an employee of the rail pas-
senger carrier) injured in the accident, or to
a relative of an individual involved in the ac-
cident, before the 45th day following the date
of the accident.

‘‘(3) PROHIBITION ON ACTIONS TO PREVENT
MENTAL HEALTH AND COUNSELING SERVICES.—
No State or political subdivision may pre-
vent the employees, agents, or volunteers of
an organization designated for an accident
under subsection (a)(2) from providing men-
tal health and counseling services under sub-
section (c)(1) in the 30-day period beginning

on the date of the accident. The director of
family support services designated for the
accident under subsection (a)(1) may extend
such period for not to exceed an additional 30
days if the director determines that the ex-
tension is necessary to meet the needs of the
families and if State and local authorities
are notified of the determination.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

‘‘(1) RAIL PASSENGER ACCIDENT.—The term
‘rail passenger accident’ means any rail pas-
senger disaster occurring in the provision
of—

‘‘(A) interstate intercity rail passenger
transportation (as such term is defined in
section 24102); or

‘‘(B) interstate or intrastate high-speed
rail (as such term is defined in section 26105)
transportation,
regardless of its cause or suspected cause.

‘‘(2) RAIL PASSENGER CARRIER.—The term
‘rail passenger carrier’ means a rail carrier
providing—

‘‘(A) interstate intercity rail passenger
transportation (as such term is defined in
section 24102); or

‘‘(B) interstate or intrastate high-speed
rail (as such term is defined in section 26105)
transportation,
except that such term shall not include a
tourist, historic, scenic, or excursion rail
carrier.

‘‘(3) PASSENGER.—The term ‘passenger’
includes—

‘‘(A) an employee of a rail passenger car-
rier aboard a train;

‘‘(B) any other person aboard the train
without regard to whether the person paid
for the transportation, occupied a seat, or
held a reservation for the rail transpor-
tation; and

‘‘(C) any other person injured or killed in
the accident.

‘‘(i) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUC-
TION.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued as limiting the actions that a rail pas-
senger carrier may take, or the obligations
that a rail passenger carrier may have, in
providing assistance to the families of pas-
sengers involved in a rail passenger acci-
dent.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for such chapter is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 1136
the following:
‘‘1137. Assistance to families of passengers

involved in rail passenger acci-
dents.’’.

SEC. 3. RAIL PASSENGER CARRIER PLANS TO AD-
DRESS NEEDS OF FAMILIES OF PAS-
SENGERS INVOLVED IN RAIL PAS-
SENGER ACCIDENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part C of subtitle V of
title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new chapter:

‘‘CHAPTER 251—FAMILY ASSISTANCE
‘‘Sec.
‘‘25101. Plans to address needs of families of

passengers involved in rail pas-
senger accidents.

‘‘§ 25101. Plans to address needs of families
of passengers involved in rail passenger ac-
cidents
‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF PLANS.—Not later than

6 months after the date of the enactment of
this section, each rail passenger carrier shall
submit to the Secretary of Transportation
and the Chairman of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board a plan for addressing the
needs of the families of passengers involved
in any rail passenger accident involving a
train of the rail passenger carrier and result-
ing in a major loss of life.

‘‘(b) CONTENTS OF PLANS.—A plan to be
submitted by a rail passenger carrier under
subsection (a) shall include, at a minimum,
the following:

‘‘(1) A plan for publicizing a reliable, toll-
free telephone number, and for providing
staff, to handle calls from the families of the
passengers.

‘‘(2) A process for notifying the families of
the passengers, before providing any public
notice of the names of the passengers, either
by utilizing the services of the organization
designated for the accident under section
1137(a)(2) of this title or the services of other
suitably trained individuals.

‘‘(3) An assurance that the notice described
in paragraph (2) will be provided to the fam-
ily of a passenger as soon as the rail pas-
senger carrier has verified that the passenger
was aboard the train (whether or not the
names of all of the passengers have been
verified) and, to the extent practicable, in
person.

‘‘(4) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will provide to the director of family
support services designated for the accident
under section 1137(a)(1) of this title, and to
the organization designated for the accident
under section 1137(a)(2) of this title, imme-
diately upon request, a list (which is based
on the best available information at the time
of the request) of the names of the pas-
sengers aboard the train (whether or not
such names have been verified), and will pe-
riodically update the list. The plan shall in-
clude a procedure, with respect to unreserved
trains and passengers not holding reserva-
tions on other trains, for the rail passenger
carrier to use reasonable efforts to ascertain
the names of passengers aboard a train in-
volved in an accident.

‘‘(5) An assurance that the family of each
passenger will be consulted about the dis-
position of all remains and personal effects
of the passenger within the control of the
rail passenger carrier.

‘‘(6) An assurance that if requested by the
family of a passenger, any possession of the
passenger within the control of the rail pas-
senger carrier (regardless of its condition)
will be returned to the family unless the pos-
session is needed for the accident investiga-
tion or any criminal investigation.

‘‘(7) An assurance that any unclaimed pos-
session of a passenger within the control of
the rail passenger carrier will be retained by
the rail passenger carrier for at least 18
months.

‘‘(8) An assurance that the family of each
passenger or other person killed in the acci-
dent will be consulted about construction by
the rail passenger carrier of any monument
to the passengers, including any inscription
on the monument.

‘‘(9) An assurance that the treatment of
the families of nonrevenue passengers will be
the same as the treatment of the families of
revenue passengers.

‘‘(10) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will work with any organization des-
ignated under section 1137(a)(2) of this title
on an ongoing basis to ensure that families
of passengers receive an appropriate level of
services and assistance following each acci-
dent.

‘‘(11) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will provide reasonable compensation
to any organization designated under section
1137(a)(2) of this title for services provided by
the organization.

‘‘(12) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will assist the family of a passenger
in traveling to the location of the accident
and provide for the physical care of the fam-
ily while the family is staying at such loca-
tion.

‘‘(13) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will commit sufficient resources to
carry out the plan.

‘‘(14) An assurance that the rail passenger
carrier will provide adequate training to the
employees and agents of the carrier to meet
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the needs of survivors and family members
following an accident.

‘‘(15) An assurance that, upon request of
the family of a passenger, the rail passenger
carrier will inform the family of whether the
passenger’s name appeared on any prelimi-
nary passenger manifest for the train in-
volved in the accident.

‘‘(c) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—A rail pas-
senger carrier shall not be liable for damages
in any action brought in a Federal or State
court arising out of the performance of the
rail passenger carrier in preparing or pro-
viding a passenger list, or in providing infor-
mation concerning a train reservation, pur-
suant to a plan submitted by the rail pas-
senger carrier under subsection (b), unless
such liability was caused by conduct of the
rail passenger carrier which was grossly neg-
ligent or which constituted intentional mis-
conduct.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—
‘‘(1) the terms ‘rail passenger accident’ and

‘rail passenger carrier’ have the meanings
such terms have in section 1137 of this title;
and

‘‘(2) the term ‘passenger’ means a person
aboard a rail passenger carrier’s train that is
involved in a rail passenger accident.

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUC-
TION.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued as limiting the actions that a rail pas-
senger carrier may take, or the obligations
that a rail passenger carrier may have, in
providing assistance to the families of pas-
sengers involved in a rail passenger acci-
dent.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters for subtitle V of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by adding after the
item relating to chapter 249 the following
new item:

‘‘251. FAMILY ASSISTANCE ....... 25101’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI).

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
bill before us, H.R. 2681, the Rail Pas-
senger Disaster Family Assistance Act.
This is a bipartisan measure, and it is
the product of diligent efforts by our
committee chairman, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) the
committee’s ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR), and the Subcommittee on
Ground Transportation’s ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from West Virginia
(Mr. RAHALL). I commend all of these
gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan bill is
closely patterned on similar aviation
legislation which the Congress enacted
after the TWA 800 crash in 1996. This
bill sets up a basic procedural frame-
work for giving timely information to
rail accident victims and their families
and for dealing sensitively with the
families.

The bill puts the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board in the role of the
central coordinator, but relies heavily
on private nonprofit organizations to
handle much of the direct dealings
with victims and with their families.

b 1430

Legislation is not based on any par-
ticular deficiencies in Amtrak’s deal-
ing with accident victims. In fact, Am-
trak already has begun to adopt many
of the procedures contained in this bill.
Rather, we want to have in place a set
of proven procedures for any and all fu-
ture providers of interstate intercity
rail services and of high-speed rail
service.

The 1997 Amtrak Reform and Ac-
countability Act ended Amtrak’s
former statutory monopoly of intercity
rail passenger service, and allowed the
States to choose alternative operators.

Since that law was enacted, a num-
ber of States have begun efforts to
launch new conventional or high-speed
rail passenger service. Therefore, we
need to be prepared for a future of mul-
tiple rail passenger service providers.

This is highly effective and cost-con-
scious legislation. It builds on proven
experience under the counterpart avia-
tion law, and like that law, relies heav-
ily on private, nonprofit organizations
with a minimum of costs to our gov-
ernment.

The NTSB, for example, already has
staff in place who deal with accident
situations and relations with victims
and with their families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge that this legisla-
tion be approved, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) is recog-
nized to control the 20 minutes of time
for the minority party.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) has explained
the nature of the pending measure. I
would simply note that it is an impor-
tant one because it recognizes the
human pain and suffering associated
with severe injury and loss of life that
unfortunately does occur at times in
passenger rail service, so I urge the
adoption of the pending measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2681.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof),
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 2681, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

CONGRATULATING THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC TRANSIT ASSOCIATION
FOR 25 YEARS OF COMMEND-
ABLE SERVICE TO THE TRANSIT
INDUSTRY AND THE NATION

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 171)
congratulating the American Public
Transit Association for 25 years of
commendable service to the transit in-
dustry and the Nation.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 171

Whereas public transportation is a funda-
mental public service and an integral compo-
nent of the Nation’s surface transportation
infrastructure;

Whereas public transportation service re-
sults in productive jobs for the Nation’s
workers and provides broad support for busi-
ness and economic growth;

Whereas public transportation provides
safe and efficient mobility for millions of
people in the United States each day;

Whereas the American Public Transit As-
sociation was established in 1974 to promote
and advance knowledge in all matters relat-
ing to public transportation; and

Whereas, during a period of remarkable re-
surgence in public transportation, the Amer-
ican Public Transit Association has provided
a quarter of a century of service to the Na-
tion as the professional association rep-
resenting the transit industry: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress congratu-
lates the American Public Transit Associa-
tion for 25 years of commendable service to
the transit industry and the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI).

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
this opportunity today to bring this
concurrent resolution to the floor of
our House. House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 171 congratulates the American
Public Transit Association on its up-
coming 25th anniversary.

APTA was formed on October 17, 1974,
when the American Transit Associa-
tion and the Institute for Rapid Tran-
sit were merged. Today APTA has over
1,200 members, including bus, rapid
transit, and commuter rail systems, as
well as transit suppliers, government
agencies, State Departments of Trans-
portation, academic institutions, and
trade publications.

In 1997, there were 8.6 billion transit
trips in the United States. Ninety per-
cent of these trips occurred on transit
systems that are APTA members.
APTA has been a strong advocate for
transit issues in our Nation’s capital,
as well as a resource for information
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